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An act to anmend Section 13132.7 of the Health and Safety Code,
relating to fire safety

LEGQ SLATI VE COUNSEL' S DI GEST

AB 423, Dutra. Fire protection: roofing materials.

(1) Existing law requires every new structure, and every existing
structure when 50%or nore of the roof area is reroofed within a
one-year period, to have a fire retardant roof covering that is at
| east class A, B, or C, as specified. The State Building Standards
Conmi ssion was required to incorporate these requirenents by
publ i shing them on January 1, 1995, as an anmendnment to the California
Bui | di ng St andards Code.

This bill instead would require the entire roof covering of every
exi sting structure where nore than 50% of the total roof area is
repl aced within any one-year period, every new structure, and any
roof covering applied in the alteration, repair, or replacenent of
the roof of every existing structure, to be a fire retardant roof
covering that is at least class A, B, or C, as specified. It would
require the comm ssion to incorporate these requirenents by
publ i shing them as an anendnment to the California Building Standards
Code.

(2) Existing regulations of the Insurance Conm ssioner relating to
adj ustment and settlement of certain | osses based on repl acenment
cost require that when a | oss requires replacenent of itens and the
repl aced itens do not match in quality, color, or size, the insurer

shall replace all itens in the damaged area so as to conformto a
reasonabl y uniform appear ance.
This bill would require the conm ssioner to accept the use of fire

retardant wood roofing that neets the requirenments described in (1)
above as neeting that replacenment requirenent.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALI FORNI A DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Section 13132.7 of the Health and Safety Code is
anended to read:



13132.7. (a) Wthin a very high fire hazard severity zone
designated by the Director of Forestry and Fire Protection pursuant
to Article 9 (comencing with Section 4201) of Chapter 1 of Part 2 of
Division 4 of the Public Resources Code and within a very high
hazard severity zone designated by a | ocal agency pursuant to Chapter
6.8 (commencing with Section 51175) of Part 1 of Division 1 of Title
5 of the Governnent Code, the entire roof covering of every existing
structure where nore than 50 percent of the total roof area is
repl aced within any one-year period, every new structure, and any
roof covering applied in the alteration, repair, or replacenent of
the roof of every existing structure, shall be a fire retardant roof
covering that is at least class B as defined in the UniformBuilding
Code, as adopted and anended by the State Buil ding Standards
Conmi ssi on.

(b) In all other areas, the entire roof covering of every existing
structure where nore than 50 percent of the total roof area is
repl aced within any one-year period, every new structure, and any
roof covering applied in the alteration, repair, or replacenent of
the roof of every existing structure, shall be a fire retardant roof
covering that is at least class C as defined in the UniformBuilding
Code, as adopted and anended by the State Buil ding Standards
Conmi ssi on.

(c) Notwi thstandi ng subdivision (b), within state responsibility
areas classified by the State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection
pursuant to Article 3 (comencing with Section 4125) of Chapter 1 of
Part 2 of Division 4 of the Public Resources Code, except for those
state responsibility areas designated as noderate fire hazard
responsibility zones, the entire roof covering of every existing
structure where nore than 50 percent of the total roof area is
repl aced within any one-year period, every new structure, and any
roof covering applied in the alteration, repair, or replacenent of
the roof of every existing structure, shall be a fire retardant roof
covering that is at least class B as defined in the UniformBuilding
Code, as adopted and anended by the State Buil di ng Standards
Conmi ssi on.

(d) (1) Notwi thstanding subdivision (a), (b), or (c), within very
high fire hazard severity zones designated by the Director of
Forestry and Fire Protection pursuant to Article 9 (conmencing with
Section 4201) of Chapter 1 of Part 2 of Division 4 of the Public
Resources Code or by a |ocal agency pursuant to Chapter 6.8
(comrencing with Section 51175) of Part 1 of Division 1 of Title 5 of
t he Governnent Code, the entire roof covering of every existing
structure where nore than 50 percent of the total roof area is
repl aced within any one-year period, every new structure, and any
roof covering applied in the alteration, repair, or replacenent of
the roof of every existing structure, shall be a fire retardant roof
covering that is at least class A as defined in the UniformBuilding
Code, as adopted and anended by the State Buil di ng Standards
Conmi ssi on.

(2) Paragraph (1) does not apply to any jurisdiction containing a
very high fire hazard severity zone if the jurisdiction fulfills both
of the follow ng requirenents:

(A) Adopts the nodel ordi nance approved by the State Fire Marsha
pursuant to Section 51189 of the Governnent Code or an ordi nance that
substantially confornms to the nodel ordinance of the State Fire
Mar shal .

(B) Transmits, upon adoption, a copy of the ordinance to the State



Fi re Marshal

(e) The State Building Standards Conm ssion shall incorporate the
requi renents set forth in subdivisions (a), (b), and (c) by
publ i shing them as an anendnment to the California Building Standards
Code in accordance with Chapter 4 (comencing with Section 18935) of
Part 2.5 of Division 13.

(f) Nothing in this section shall Iimt the authority of a city,
county, city and county, or fire protection district in establishing
nmore restrictive requirements, in accordance with current |aw, than
those specified in this section

(g) This section shall not affect the validity of an ordi nance,
adopted prior to the effective date for the relevant roofing standard
specified in subdivisions (a) and (b), by a city, county, city and
county, or fire protection district, unless the ordi nance mandates a
standard that is |l ess stringent than the standards set forth in
subdivision (a), in which case the ordi nance shall not be valid on or
after the effective date for the rel evant roofing standard specified
i n subdivisions (a) and (b).

(h) Any qualified historical building or structure as defined in
Section 18955 may, on a case-by-case basis, utilize alternative roof
constructions as provided by the State Hi storical Building Code

(i) The installer of the roof covering shall provide certification
of the roof covering classification, as provided by the nmanufacturer
or supplier, to the building owner and, when requested, to the
agency responsi ble for enforcenent of this part. The installer shal
also install the roof covering in accordance with the manufacturer's
[isting.

(j) (1) No wood roofing materials shall be sold in this state
unl ess:

(A) On and after January 1, 1997, the materials have passed at
| east one year of the 10-year natural weathering test.

(B) On and after January 1, 1998, the materials have passed at
| east two years of the 10-year natural weathering test.

(C© On and after January 1, 1999, the materials have passed at
| east three years of the 10-year natural weathering test.

(D) On and after January 1, 2000, the materials have passed at
| east four years of the 10-year natural weathering test.

(E) On and after January 1, 2001, the materials have passed at
| east five years of the 10-year natural weathering test.

(2) The 10-year natural weathering test required by this
subdi vi si on shall be conducted in accordance with standard 15-2 of
the 1994 edition of the UniformBuilding Code at a testing facility
recogni zed by the State Fire Marshal

(k) The Insurance Conmi ssioner shall accept the use of fire
retardant wood roofing material that nmeets the requirenents of this
section, used in the partial repair or replacenment of nonfire
retardant wood roofing material, as neeting the requirenment in
Section 2695.9 of Title 10 of the California Code of Regul ations
relative to matching replacenent itens in quality, color, and size.



